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JOIN US FOR THE SOCIETY’S ANNUAL MEETING 
on February 25 at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. Illustrat-
ed talks will be presented by Birgit Kibelka, Brian Rushing, and 

Marjorie White, authors and 
editors of Shades Creek: Flowing 
� rough Time. Tom Carruthers 
Jr. will make remarks. Photog-
raphers Abraham Odrezin and 
Hunter Nichols, whose work 
is featured in the talks and the 
book, will join us and autograph 
copies of the book.

And we shall enjoy tasting the 
Family Favorite Heirloom Cakes 
made by our talented members.

About Our Book
Shades Creek—we all know the name and the places the creek 

meanders through our own lives. Yet knowing the strength and in-
� uence of Shades Creek, its history, and how it shapes the world 
around us is a daunting task without assistance. 

All the answers, written as lyrically as the creek streams along, 
are contained in Shades Creek: Flowing � rough Time ($29.95), the 
newest volume from the Birmingham Historical Society and the 
2019 Members’ Publication. � e story of “our creek” begins 330 
million years ago and proceeds through Native American occupa-
tion, early settlement, the Civil War, visionary plans for a region 
in harmony with its natural surroundings—and, more currently, 
the rise of the environmental movement. � e book also features 
sites to visit along the 55.8-mile creek that runs from Birmingham 
through Irondale, Mountain Brook, Homewood, Hoover, Besse-
mer, and Je� erson, Shelby, and Bibb Counties to its con� uence with 
the Cahaba River. 

If that’s a mouthful, worry not. � e reading of the book is as-
suredly a riveting and enjoyable visit with Shades Creek and the 
developments it has witnessed over time. It’s also an elegant telling 
of our region’s history as seen through an undeniable force � owing 
from long ago to today’s region of distinction. 

� e very distinguished E.O. Wilson, Alabama native and Pro-
fessor of Comparative Zoology at Harvard University, had an early 
look at the book. He writes, “I’ve now studied the proof of the Shades 
Creek volume, and I’m enthralled. � e book will help to shape the 
image of our city closer to the reality of its charmed beauty.” 

Others see the book as a call to action for future generations. 
Henry Hughes and Michelle Blackwood of Friends of Shades Creek 
say, “� is book is a � rst step toward understanding the ecological 
and human history of Shades Creek, restoring what has been lost, 
and preventing unnecessary loss by employing techniques of pres-
ervation and intelligent design where development is inevitable.” 

Accompanying the book’s words are 365 photographs, maps, 
and drawings to layer the narrative with visuals—from aaaah to 
informative. “We at the Birmingham Historical Society consider 
this one of our most important publications to date,” says Marjorie 
White, BHS director. “It continues our mission to fully explore the 
resources—natural and man-made—that form the city and region 
we represent and cherish.” 

Shades Creek to Flow Freely at the Annual Meeting

Shades Creek 
Flowing Through Time
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Society Calendar 
FEBRUARY 25, 3-4 P.M.

Bring Family Favorite Cakes for the Cake Competition
Strange Auditorium, Birmingham Botanical Gardens

FEBRUARY 25, 7 P.M.
� e Annual Meeting 

Illustrated Talks and Cake Tastings
Strange Auditorium, Birmingham Botanical Gardens

APRIL 14, NOON
Heritage Society Gathering at the Jemison House

Heritage Society Membership required.

APRIL-OCTOBER, 10:30-11:30 A.M.
Walks and Talks feature the diverse cultural traditions 

in Birmingham Foodways.
 Second Saturdays at Sloss in Grandmother’s Garden


