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A.I. Tells Us Why We Matter
“Having a historical society in Birmingham, or any city for that matter, is important for several reasons:
1. Preservation of History: Historical societies play a crucial role in preserving and safeguarding the history and heritage 

of a city. They collect and archive historical documents, photographs, artifacts, and other valuable records that might 
otherwise be lost or forgotten. By doing so, they ensure that future generations have access to their city’s rich historical 
resources.

2. Education and Awareness: Historical societies provide educational opportunities for the community by organizing 
exhibits, lectures, and workshops. They help raise awareness about the history, culture, and significant events that have 
shaped the city. This knowledge fosters a sense of pride, identity, and connection among the residents, fostering a deep-
er appreciation for their city’s past.

3. Research and Documentation: Historical societies serve as valuable resources for researchers, historians, and genealo-
gists. They maintain archives and libraries containing primary and secondary sources that enable the study of local his-
tory. This research helps to uncover hidden stories, rediscover forgotten individuals, and provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the city’s past.

4. Community Engagement: Historical societies often engage with the local community through events, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and collaborative projects. They create spaces for individuals with shared interests in history to come together, 
exchange ideas, and contribute to preserving and promoting their city’s heritage.

5. Tourism and Economic Development: A well-developed historical society and preservation efforts can attract tourists 
interested in exploring the city’s history. This tourism can have positive economic impacts, boosting local businesses, 
creating jobs, and generating revenue for the community.

Overall, historical societies play a vital role in preserving, promoting, and celebrating a city’s history. They contribute to the 
cultural fabric of a community, inspire curiosity, and provide opportunities for learning and appreciation of the past.
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2023 IN  REVIEW
1. Preservation of History

above: Birmingham Historical Society’s research files  
assembled over the past 80 years on historic land-
marks, districts, persons, and events are housed at its 
Highland Avenue offices, at Lakeview Storage, and at 
the Birmingham Public Library Archives.

right: Roberts family members help celebrate the 
Society’s editing and publishing of Anne Roberts 
Gayler’s 1985 manuscript, documenting 100 Years of  
the local and national history she lived.

2. Education and Awareness

above, left: Birgit Kibelka 
and Marjorie White, left and 
right, addressed a standing 
room only gathering at their 
talk to the Hoover Historical 
Society on the history of and 
possibilities for a future Bluff 
Park Preserve.

above, right: Historian and 
teacher Jamie Putman shared 
the tragic story of his grand-
mother’s liaison with Big Jim 
Folsom, as well as the political 
impact it occasioned.

left: Fontaine Haskell, left, 
and her husband Sam, not  
pictured, hosted the annual 
Heritage Society gathering at  
their home, the historic 
Northington House. Attendees 
included Goodloe and Andrea 
White, party organizer 
Virginia Markstein, and 
Tommy Wolfe.
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2023 IN  REVIEW

Civil Rights tourism is now the driver of worldwide visitation to our city. City 
of Birmingham planning and engineering department staff, pictured here 
with Marjorie White, recognized the Society’s decades of research, documen-
tation, and listing of Birmingham’s civil rights sites on the national and inter-
national registers, a prerequisite to their receiving recognition and funding. 
Left to right, Hannah Garmon, Historic Preservation Manager; Katrina 
Thomas, Director; Marjorie White; Tracey Hayes, Deputy Director; and Karla 
Calvert, Urban Design Administrator and City Historic Preservation Officer.

Listed by the Society on the Tentative List for World Heritage in 2007, Bethel 
Baptist Church and Sixteenth Street Baptist Church were visited by interna-
tional reviewers this past summer. Pictured at Bethel are members of the 
International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) team with 
Reverend Thomas Wilder, Pastor of Bethel, second from left, and historian 
Glenn Eskew, fourth from left, who is leading the current campaign for 
World Heritage recognition, working closely with the Alabama Bureau of 
Travel and Tourism.

5. Economic Development

far left: Current research on 
Highland Avenue’s early resi-
dences includes photographs 
strung end to end across tables 
at the Society’s offices.

left: Documentation of the 
significance of Brock’s Gap led 
the Alabama highway depart-
ment to relocate an interstate 
exchange,  preserving the gap 
and offering opportunities for 
redevelopment as a greenway. 
Pictured, Birgit Kibelka at the 
Public Involvement Meeting.

3. Research and Documentation

4. Community Engagement

Chestnut Hill residents gathered at our offices to learn neighborhood history, share stories 
and recollections, and contemplate restoring significant design features, especially those mon-
umental steps.

above: Kudzu killed, native 
trees and natural herbaceous 
regeneration are returning to 
George Ward’s Wild Garden  
at Vestavia, the property of 
Vestavia Hills Baptist Church.

left: Baker extraordinaire 
Wilson Green takes the grand 
prize at the annual Cake 
Contest. 



REPORT on MEMBERSHIP and CONTRIBUTIONS
December 1, 2022 to December 1, 2023

The following have generously supported the Society at levels above the general membership dues.   
We acknowledge their support and express our gratitude.
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Leah and Meredyth Roberts Hazzard Jr.
Sarah and Meredyth Ryne Hazzard
Gillian and Thomas Adair Hazzard
William Miles Hazzard
Sarah E “Swiss” Larsen and Peter Britt
Melissa Roberts Larsen Hogan  

and John E. Iffland
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In Honor of Pat Camp 
By Carolyn Satterfield 

In Honor of Jay Draper  
By Patrick Cather

In Honor of Gerry Waters 
By Marjorie White

In Memory of A. Steve Williams III
 By Patrick Cather
In Memory of Betty Griffin 

By Gerry Waters
In Honor of Marjorie White
 By Lynn Adams

Birmingham Historical Society 
Research Publishing Education

WHO WE ARE
A non-profit established in 1942. 
Birmingham Historical Society 
educates and engages the public to 
make our shared history and 
heritage more visible, identify its 
value, and empower its stewards.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The Society relies on donations to 
support the many programs and 
initiatives that promote education 
about and stewardship of our 
shared history.

Members receive newsletters, 
invitations to events, and the 
annual publication. Members 
joining at the Heritage Society 
level receive invitations to 
additional events. 

More than 30 Society books  
are available for purchase at  
BirminghamHistoricalSociety.com


